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          “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider 
how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in 

the habit of doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  
(Hebrews 10:23-25 – NIV) 

          It seems so easy these days to access information and events around the world.  With the 
click of the mouse and a few keystrokes, I can view a webcam that shows me the traffic on the I-74 
bridge that crosses the Mississippi River at Moline, Illinois, which is not far from where I lived 
from the time I was five until I was twelve.  I can follow markets in all of the major exchanges 
around the world.  I can see what the weather is like, just about anywhere.  I can read articles 
about conflicts in places like Iraq and Afghanistan, and sometimes even view videos from the front 
line.  I can find “friends” from my childhood, whom I haven’t seen in twenty or thirty years on  
Facebook.  In so many ways, the world has become smaller, as news and information channels  
deliver information at an ever quickening pace. 
          And yet, the neighbor across the street can seem a world away.  The people sitting next to 
one another in the sanctuary on Sunday morning often might as well be separated by a vast         
distance.  Even within our families, it’s become easy to check out on one another, with the assis-
tance of various electronic devices that “facilitate communication” and entertainment or by burying 
ourselves in work and extracurricular activities.  How can it be in such a “connected” world that 
we have become so disconnected?  Oh yeah, and lest we forget, we can read all about God, theolo-
gy, doctrine, church polity, and Christian history on the internet, but do we really find time to 
actually connect to God in real relationship? 
          It might be tempting for me, at this point, to label all items of technology as inherently evil, 
reject email, cellular phones, text messaging, television, and the like, but in their proper context, 
they can be tools that facilitate the communication of the gospel message.  Besides, I usually prefer 
to speak in terms of what we embrace, rather than what we reject.  The more we fill ourselves 
with the good things of God, and the more time we spend in his presence and in pursuit of his call-
ing, the less room there tends to be for that which pulls us away from God. 
          When Jesus was asked which was the greatest commandment, he affirmed complete and 
total love of God (Matthew 22:34-40 & Mark 12:28-34), but also hastened to add that loving our 
neighbor, just as much as we love ourselves, was similarly important.  We can infer from his re-
sponse that Jesus was affirming that such love of neighbor was part of loving God completely. 
          Based on the Hebrews passage above, as well as other scriptural admonishments, I think we 
can deduce that our tendency to insulate ourselves from one another isn’t something that is unique 
to the technological age.  Relationships are messy and complicated.  We don’t always perfectly 
understand one another, we have different agendas, different personalities, and therefore conflict 
arises from time to time.  And yet, we were designed by God for relationship – for connectedness 
with one another.  As the creation account of Genesis observes, it is not good for us to be alone. 
          And so, we connect with one another not just for social interaction, but also because we are 
all part of something greater than ourselves in our relationship with God and one another.  We 
participate in the worship, life, ministry, and outreach of the church, in order to connect with 
God, with brothers and sisters in the faith, and with those who do not yet know Jesus.  And though 
the relationships between us can often be problematic, and fraught with conflict, we receive 
strength and grace to grow closer to one another through our relationship with God.  As our rela-
tionship with God gets better and better, our relationships with our sisters and brothers will also 
tend to improve. 
     As we continue to seek God’s vision for Gaddis, may we also “spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds” and may we continue in our habit of meeting together to grow closer to God and 
one another.  Amen! 

  

Weekly prayer requests 
appear in our Sunday 
Bulletin. If you would 

like a copy due to     
illness or being home-
bound, please call the 

church office at  
830-995-3813. 
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Attendance 

From 09/18/2011 -         

10/23/2011 

 Totals Average 

Worship 594 99 

Sunday 

School 

241 40 



 

Special 

Points 

of        
Interest 

 

NOVEMBER 

B IRTHDAYS 

 

PRAY FOR OUR 

MEMBERS IN  

ASSISTED LIVING 

FACILITIES  

OR HOMEBOUND 

Marie Pankratz 

Mary Agold 

Marian Lucke 

Tom Moorman 

F INANCE

NEWS 
AS OF 

10 / 16 / 11 
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 Bible Study 
 November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
   
   

 Hand Bells 
 November 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
   

 Choir  
 November 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
   

 Mission: Fitness 
 Nov. 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 28 
   

 Boy Scouts 
 Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 UMW - 10:00am 
 November 3 
    

 Gaddis Inspired        
Visioning Event - 8:30am 

 November 5 
  

 Finance - 7:00pm 
 November 7 
   

 Christian Ed. - 6:00pm 
 November 8 
   

 Trustees - 7:00pm 
 November 8 
   

 Memorial Service for  
 Helen Martin - 10:00 am 
 November 12 

 UMW Community Wide 
Battered Women’s        
Shelter Shower  

 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 November 13 
   

 Outreach - 10:00am 
 November 16 
   

 Newsletter Deadline 
 November 18 
   

 SPRC - 7:00pm 
 November 21 
   

 Thanksgiving Day 
 Office Closed 
 November 24 
   

 
 

Payton Crenwelge 
Frances Adams 
Robert George III 
Virginia Milner 
Judith Clower 
Claire Teague 
Nathaniel Nouri 
Jackie Petty 
Mitch Turner 
Graham Ward 
Marian Aaronson 
Cedric Bohnert 
Dorothea Booth 
Margaret Morries 
William Kendrick 
Esther Stulting 

11/1 
11/3 
11/3 
11/3 
11/4 
11/4 
11/5 
11/5 
11/5 
11/6 
11/7 
11/7 
11/8 
11/8 
11/9 
11/10 

Katherine Bingham 
Emily Gaines 
Mary Sansom 
Jeff Young 
Roberta Montgomery 
Schatzie Norris 
Melissa Preuss 
Gail Below 
Joe Gerber 
Jasanda Watson 
Barbara Meyer 
Ella Curtis 
Dakota Durden 
Margaret Edwards 
Morgan Heczko 
Donald Davenport 

11/11 
11/11 
11/11 
11/12 
11/13 
11/13 
11/13 
11/14 
11/14 
11/16 
11/17 
11/18 
11/18 
11/19 
11/21 
11/23 

General Fund  YTD    

Budget Permanent Endowment Fund Bell Tower Funds 

Income $ 138,285 $ 32,842 $ 10,717 

Expense $ 170,540 General Funds Parsonage Funds 

$ 45,114 $ 261 Actual  

Income $ 150,842 Dedicated Monies Fundraisers 

Expense $ 163,674 $12,579 $ 7,757 

 $   12,832   

Joy Millard 
George Pace 
Melissa Aldrich 
Joan Murphy 
Jay Scarbro 
Leah Webb 
Russell Busby 
Andrea Bohnert 
Brianna Hamlyn 
Bryan Alldredge 
William Busbee 
Ralph Lindner 

11/23 
11/23 
11/24 
11/24 
11/25 
11/25 
11/26 
11/27 
11/28 
11/29 
11/29 
11/29 



  Camel's will be awaiting us at Camp Verde,     

  Centerpoint for lunch on Tuesday, November  

  8th. 11:00 am. Reservations for 12 at Long         

  Table.  Jackie: 995-2131. Membership called  

  for count on Monday. 

 

Last month birthday gals Paula and Vonnie, besides getting older, had 

a new restaurant and menu to chose from at "7th Heaven" on High 

St.  New gal Connie Furr liked meeting Gaddis' second service peoples:  

Averies, Kries, Maytubby, Clubb. She wants to be included on our   

calling list.  Still gathering together to ask the  

Lord’s blessings all these years.   

           God' blessings on your journey.  

           Nina/reporter. 
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MUSIC NOTES        

 Joyful Noise performs 
Every 2nd Sunday at the 8:30 am service 

& every 2nd Wednesday at 10:00 am at Trinity Mission 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  M u s i c  S u n d a y s  9 : 4 5  a . m .  t o  1 0 : 0 0  a . m .   C h o i r  R o o m  

S a n c t u a r y  C h o i r  R e h e a r s a l  S u n d a y s  1 0 : 3 0  a . m .  t o  1 0 : 4 5  a . m .  C h o i r  R o o m  

C h o i r  R e h e a r s a l  W e d n e s d a y s  7 : 0 0  p . m .  t o  8 : 0 0  p . m .  S a n c t u a r y  

H a r m o n y  H a n d  B e l l s  W e d n e s d a y s  6 : 0 0  p . m .  S a n c t u a r y  

Note from Barb: The news from the music                   
department… other than awaiting the new music director, 

is that I have enjoyed this opportunity to serve Gaddis 
again and thank all for expressions of appreciation. 



Our next regular meeting is on November 3 at 10:00A.M.  

Be thinking about “Homemade Candy.” 

       

United Methodist Women focus worldwide on the plight of women and 

children. The Kendall County Women’s Shelter fits right into our mission 

statement. Please reserve Sunday, November 13, from 1:00-3:00P.M. The 

Gaddis UMW will be hosting a community-wide shower for the shelter 

(more information below). A woman’s group in Boerne has pledged to do-

nate a whole pickup truck of travel-size toiletries. Wouldn’t it be great if we 

could drive up to the grand opening with a truck full of items from the Wish 

List? A collection basket will be in the Narthex or items may be dropped off at the office. If 

you are not able to go shopping -- we will do it for you. The Grand Opening is sometime in 

January -- yeah!! -- After Christmas Sales! -- 

       

There is a preliminary list of volunteer opportunities. If you are interested, this list will be avail-

able at our November meeting. Hope to see you then.  

     Yours in Christ, 
     Sally Clogston 

     President 

UNITED Methodist women 
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 New White Twin Sheets,                           
Pillow Covers, and Cases 

 Theme Pillow Cases For Children -- Twin 
Size 

 Small Size Toiletry Products in Zip Lock 
Bags 

 Toothbrushes and Tooth Paste         
 Combs and Hair Brushes 
 Shampoo and Conditioner 
 Mouth Wash 
 Women’s and Children’s Pajamas in All Sizes 
 Baby Diapers and Baby Wipes 
 Rash Cream 
 Pacifiers 

 Copy Paper 
 Kitchen Utensils 
 Art Supplies 
 Games for All Ages 
 Appropriate Toys for All Ages 
 Paper Products (Toilet Tissue, Paper     

Towels, Kleenex,  
 Napkins, and Paper Cups) 
 Hygiene Products (Deodorant, Sanitary  

Napkins, and Tampons) 
 None Perishable Food Items (Beans, Rice, 

Pasta, Etc.) 
 Cleaning Supplies 
 Laundry Detergent 

Kendall County Women’s Shelter Shower 

WHAT: Come and Go Shower for New Kendall County Women’s Shelter  
WHERE: Gaddis Memorial United Methodist Church DATE: Sunday, November 13, 2011 

TIME: 1:00 P. M. until 3:00 P. M. 
Wish List for the Shelter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tax Deductible Monetary Donations are welcome too. 
Make check payable to “Kendall County Women’s Shelter” Please mail to:  

Gaddis Memorial United Methodist Church • P.O. Box 566, Comfort, TX 78013 

Please Donate and be a part of this worthy cause! 
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Gifts of the Spirit 

When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them,  “What are you looking for?”  They said to him, 
“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?”  He said to them, “Come and see.”  They 
came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day.  It was about four o’clock in the       

afternoon.  One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.  He first 
found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed).  He 

brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John.  You are to be called 
Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 

John 1:38-42 
  

“Where Are You Staying?” 
          A long time ago a friend sent a story to me that I have saved.  It is about two horses.  One of the 
horses is blind.  Usually, the owner of a horse that is blind, will choose to have that horse put down.  But, 
this horse’s owner has chosen to let this horse live out its earthly days in the pastures of its home.  The 
story says if you drive or walk by the pasture and notice the horse; and if you stand quietly and listen, 
you will hear the faint sound of a bell.  And if you watch closely, you will notice that the blind horse 
turns its head and follows the sound of the bell, which happens to be attached to the halter of a smaller 
horse nearby.  The older blind horse trusts that the younger horse will not lead him astray.  This is how 
the older horse gets by each day; and in the evenings the younger horse leads him home…into the safe-
ty of the barn.  The younger horse even looks back to make sure the older horse is following.   
          The story goes on to say that this is how God takes care of His people…that He does not throw us 
away just because we are in need.  Rather, it is when we are in need that God sends us other people, or, 
when others are in need, we have the chance to become a help to them.  Sometimes we are the guide 
horse.  Sometimes we are like the blind, wounded horse in need.   
          When the two seekers ask Jesus, “Where are you staying?” He replies, “Come and see.”  It is not 
just an invitation to the place where Jesus is spending the night.  It is an invitation into discipleship.  It is 
an invitation for Life.  It is an invitation into Life. 
           It seems that I need for Jesus to ask me everyday, “Where are you staying?”  I need to be asked so 
that I can be reminded of discipleship…and not only of discipleship, but of apostleship.  Am I being true 
everyday to Jesus Christ?  At the end of the day, and as I look back upon it, where and how many times 
did I fail Jesus?  (There would be many.)  Am I staying in discipleship with Jesus?  Am I remaining with 
Him for the day?  For the days?  For Life?  What things have I done today of which Jesus would not be 
proud?  Am I learning and teaching the Jesus Story in everything I do and with and for everyone and 
every creature? 
           What if every morning I invite Jesus to come and see where I am staying?  What if I invite Him 
into my living space?  What if I talk to Him and show Him around?  What if I show Him those things 
about my home and my possessions that make me happy?  What if I ask Jesus to sit with me?  When He 
asks where my spirit is residing, what will I say?  I will have to be truthful.  I will trust Him.  I can pray the 
thoughts and emotions I will experience during that dialogue and I can pray for forgiveness. 
          May we take our lessons from children and give unconditional love just as the two horses in the 
story above.  When Christ returns, may He find us easily because we have been staying with Him and 
living for Him.  And at the end of each day, may we know we have heard and answered the call, “Come 
and See.” 

  

May God give you of heaven’s dew and Bless you, 
Susan                skrd 10-21-11   
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Kathy Holden RN, Wesley Nurse at  830-995-3792   WESLEY NURSE PROGRAM 



facilitated by Ann Jenkins 

Visioning Events  
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Note from the Worship Committee: 
      A BIG THANK  YOU to everyone who took Chrismons to stitch and stuff! Some have been returned 
already and they look great! We plan to have a decorating day on Tuesday, November 1st.  
      Please try to have your Chrismons back to me by then. (You can bring them with you and help decorate 
on the 1st). Anyone is welcome to come and decorate -- even if you did not stitch and stuff. We will start 
at 9:00am in the Narthex and stay indefinitely. You can come anytime during the day and stay as long as 
want. We will have a light lunch at noon. Bring scissors, glue gun or fabric glue if you have it. 
On another subject: we need more volunteers to be Readers, Ushers, and Greeters! We will be happy to 
meet with you and go over the duties of the Ushers and Greeters. Call Jayne Ferrill (830) 995.4262 if you 
are interested. 

Over the past two months we’ve been actively investing in the vision of Gaddis Memorial. During our last two 
Visioning Events, with the guidance of facilitator Ann Jenkins, we have been working through who we are as a 
church in two parts: Community – How do we build up and support one another? and Service or Mission – 
How do we do what Jesus calls us to do [love each other]? 
     

We also determined the following 9 items as areas we feel there are real needs in the Comfort Area Community: 
1. Support for Older People or People Living Alone (Affordable/Competent In-Home Care) 
2. Basic Needs (Employment, Food, Affordable Homes, Trade Schools, Resource Network) 
3. Safe & Healthy Place for Youth to Gather (Could be combined with #5) 
4. English (or Spanish) as a Second Language for Children and Adults (For All of Us; needed in our world 
today) 
5. Children (Group Activities/Unstructured and Child Care) 
6. Opportunities for Older People to Give (Not Money) 
7. Family Issues (Marriage Counseling, Parenting Skills, Domestic Violence, Neglect, Divorce) 
8. Transportation (In Community and To Church) 
9. Emergency Disaster Facility (With Showers) 
     

Lastly, as we discussed how we might respond to these basic needs, and if given 5 years, what would that look like: 
1. Clothes Drives, Food Drives, “Undie” Sundays, Involve School Nurses 
2. Community Gardening, Water Harvesting 
3. Resource Center – Methodist Church as place to ask for all types of information - like the Library 
4. Employment Networking 
5. Work Collectively with Other Churches and Organizations 
6. We would reflect the Community – be solution based 
7. Work with Lutheran and Catholic Food Program 
8. Employment /Career Fair (we already have a great one ready) 
9. Hands-On Mission Work (We would do more or Missions would become an increasing focus) 
10. Move Transportation into this Category 
   

Please plan to join us again November 5, 2011 beginning at 8:30 am with a light breakfast as we discuss    
Spiritual and Educational Formation – How do we continue to live and learn the Word of God; and 
Worship – How do we worship God? 
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Christian Education News 

NOVEMBER 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

CHRISTIAN ED.  

MEETING TUESDAY 

NOV. 8 

6:00PM 

SUNDAY  NOV. 27TH 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
BIBLE 
SUNDAY 

November 
20 

We will be celebrating the Word of 
God!!! The Gideons will be here for a 
short presentation and also to set up a 
card display.  If you choose to do so, 
you can select a card for a donation 
and give a bible in honor of that per-
son.  The card is sent to that person 
letting them know that you donated a 
bible or two in their honor. 

We will also have some special music 
and our worship space will reflect 
God’s word and that HE is a “lamp 
unto our feet.” 

We still have a couple of  

boxes of New Testaments 

that need to be distributed.  

Before we can do that, we 

would like them to be 

wrapped in Christmas paper.  

Instructions and a display 

will be set up in the        

Sanctuary by the sound 

booth.  Let’s spread the  

message with an invitation 

to join us at our Christmas 

Eve Candlelight Service.   NOVEMBER IS PAPER GOODS 

MONTH 

Please help by donating.    

Donation Station is located in 

the Sanctuary. 
NOVEMBER IS 

MONTH OF MUSIC FOR THE  

PK-4TH Sunday School Classes 

If you are in David’s class…this 

DOES NOT apply. 



Youth November News 

Finally, it feels like fall and “I’m loving it”. Football season is over and we 
had a wonderful season of 5th Quarter.  The numbers of kids present was 
amazing.  Thank you, thank you to all who helped out with cooking, serv-
ing, setting up tables and visiting with the kids. 

We are moving ahead with our Bumper sticker fundraiser and they should 
be ready in mid-November, so I will need you at church to help sell them.  
The proceeds will go to help fund our Mystery Outings (that by the way 
have been lots of fun.)  In October we visited the Hondo Corn Maze. A 
great time was had by all.  Remember, you have had to participate in at 
least one regular MYF in order to go on the Mystery Outing.  

We will continue our study on Faith led by the His Hill Gang.  Please try 
to come regularly so that the lessons can build on each other.  Don’t forget 
that Day Light Savings Time ends on Nov. 6th.  One change for the month 
is that MYF will be on Saturday the 26th instead of Sunday the 27th because 
we are all going to work in the Hamburger Booth at “Christmas in Com-
fort” ---Yeah!!!!! 

Smiles and Blessings, 

E’Lisa 

HANDY CHRISTIAN OUTREACH  
volunteers from Gaddis UMC are available to help with  

your “honey do” list (when you don’t have a honey) minor home repairs/maintenance, 

transportations to and from doctor’s appointments, pick up medicine, pick up groceries. 

Call:  Schatzie Norris:  830/995-5020 
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Youth News 
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SSSTEPHENTEPHENTEPHEN   
MMMINISTRYINISTRYINISTRY   

 Don’t forget—Stephen Ministers are here to support you and help 
 you with whatever issues you might be dealing with. If you need 
 assistance, please call Sue Wilson at (210-537-3242), Schatzie 

 Norris at (995-5020) or Gail Glover at (324-6616). 

Tuesday Mornings at 10:00am                       
in the Hughes Building (Church Office)  

S T U DY  I N  P R O G R E S S :  
Seeing Jesus by Linda McGinn 

1-2 Peter and 1-3 John 
For more information: contact the church office at 995-3813  

or Mary Sansom at 995-3905. 

Ever yone is  Welcome! ! !  

Ever yone is  Welcome! ! !  

 

During November, we will be collecting paper   

products for the church and office, including: 

 Copier Paper - 8.5 x 11; whitewhite and lightlight  colorscolors 

 Paper Towels 

 Toilet Paper 

 Napkins 

 Tissues! 

Comfort Area Youth Commission Note: 

CAYC has dissolved and donated the monies in our 

account to the Comfort Camber of Commerce       

specifically for playground equipment at the Comfort 

Park. This is in keeping with one of the CAYC goals “to 

establish, expand or improve recreational facilities 

through the community to serve our youth”.  

                   - Barb Meyer  
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Kids’ 

Acknowledge that the LORD is God! 
He made us, and we are his. 

We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 

go into his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him and praise his name. 

For the LORD is good. 
His unfailing love continues forever, 
and his faithfulness continues to each       

generation. 

Psalm 100:3-5 

Make a c
ard for 

someone 
you are  

 

thankful 
for and 

send it t
o them! 

It 

will brigh
ten up 

their Th
anksgivin

g 

celebrat
ion more 

than any
 turkey o

r  

pumpkin p
ie! 

Page 

WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL 
FOR  



Pastor Rev. Jason Teague 
Admin. Asst. Bridget Sarbu 
Wesley Nurse Kathy Holden 
Christian Ed. Lisa Davenport 

Interim Music Director   Jason VanSlycke 
Pianist/Organist   Linda Derrick 
Youth Director   E'Lisa Young
  

Custodian Andrew Collins 
Finance Secretary Jack Wilson 
Nursery Supervisor Tara Cruz  

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!   Thank you!  Thank you!   
   

 Our heartfelt thanks to our brave military service men & women and their families.  

 A very special thanks to ALL our Gaddis volunteers for everything you do. You’re the best! 

 A heartfelt thank you for your donation to the Comfort Table. The generous gift you have given this 
organization will enable us to serve lunch to those in need. We serve 70-80 folks a day! It is the 
spirit of contributors like you that make the Comfort Table a big success!                                            
Sincerely, Jane Holdsworth Chairman - Comfort Table 

 We appreciate the support of your church for the mission clinic that we bring to Comfort. We are 
making a difference in the health of disadvantaged adults. - Jayce Clair, Executive Director, Hill 
Country Mission for Health 

Lectionary Readings 

Return Service Requested 

Staff 

 

November 6:  All Saints Sunday: Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12 
Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 
    

November 13: Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 
    

November 20: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 
   

November 27: Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 

GADDIS MEMORIAL  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

141 HWY 87 • P.O. BOX 566 

COMFORT , TX 78013 

PHONE : 830-995-3813  

FAX: 830-995-3885 

E-MAIL : OFFICE@GADDISUMC .ORG  

WEB : WWW .GADDISUMC .ORG 


